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> University of Edinburgh 
School of Informatics, Potterrow 

This project comprised of a new centralised School of Informatics
for the University of Edinburgh (which was previously located 
within five separate buildings), consisting of offices, meeting
rooms, specialist laboratories and a large internal atrium,
therefore greatly improving academic interaction. This school 
is the leading one of its kind in the United Kingdom, with a top 
5* rating and is one of the most well respected informatics
departments in the world.



The Future’s 
Bright in Brighton
Learning goes green with the launch of the flagship
International Study Centre. By Rebecca Ayrton
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February 2008 saw the official launch of the latest
concept in eco-design within Brighton’s up-and-coming
‘New England Quarter’. The International Study Centre 
is a five-storey collaboration of chic, practical design 
and energy efficient construction solutions. Housing
education and administration facilities for 1,000 students
and up to 250 staff, the Centre is also comprises an
additional 363 room student residential complex. 
The project sits adjacent to Brighton’s mainline station
and forms part of an exemplary £100m green urban
scheme to redevelop the Victorian shunting yards which
originally serviced the station. The Centre boasts flagship
status over five associated high specification education
projects across Brighton & Hove and shall be a benchmark
for future education sector projects for Brighton & Hove
County Council. 

As main contractor, Balfour Beatty worked to deliver the
£26.6m education facility to an 84-week programme for
Study Group, global leaders in education and language
opportunities for international students. The development
comprised the design and build of a dramatic full height,
central glass atrium, which acts as an architectural street
to adjacent specialist teaching and administrative facilities,
such as lecture theatres, examination halls, offices and
recreational space. The Centre also offers comprehensive
residential facilities including canteen, restroom and
laundry services.

The International Study Centre’s sustainable design plays
an integral role in the unprecedented success of the two-
stage design and build contract. Low energy and ecological
measures have been combined to reach high levels of
sustainability, features of which include the installation 
of a sedum roof and green walls intended to minimise 
heat evaporation, counterbalance the building’s carbon

emissions and to aesthetically integrate the building. 
The glass atrium incorporates a passive cooling system,
comprising a low energy and heat recovery ventilation
system. The utilisation of dual concrete slabs maximises
thermal storage, whilst also providing additional cooling
through embedded chilled water pipes. BREEAM energy
conservation standards were reinforced when the Centre
exceeded an impressive 5m3 air tightness.

The Balfour Beatty project team successfully overcame a
number of potential construction challenges to deliver the
Centre to programme and on budget. Challenges included
the planning and co-ordination of activities in a central
location with access and onsite storage limitations. 
In particular, the installation of 363 prefabricated concrete
pods into the residential frame required immense planning
and strict M&E co-ordination. 

Close liaison with the Environment Agency was necessary
as the project sits on an ex-shunting yard, presenting the
team with Victorian engineered 3.5m deep cast iron and
brick stanchion bases, three wells measuring 40m x 2.5m
and high levels of contaminated ground to contend with. 

Thanks to regular communications with subcontractors, 
a thorough logistics plan and adjustment of the programme
to accommodate change, the Balfour Beatty site team has
completed another landmark project.

Working in conjunction with project developers Espalier,
architects Architecture PLB and engineers WSP, Balfour
Beatty has helped to create an architecturally striking
building, with a finish that emanates high quality
construction. The Centre was opened in September 2007,
two weeks after the handover period and now also acts 
as the European Headquarters for Study Group.

Balfour Beatty Team
Project Director: Paul Smith
Commercial Manager: Jim Falconer

Design Team
Architect: Architecture PLB
Structural Engineer: WSP
Planning Supervisor: Gleeds Health & Safety



Think brought together senior management from across 
the built environment sector for a two day conference and
exhibition to look at sustainable development alongside
the technological, design and construction challenges 
that face us all.

We place people at the forefront of our sustainability
agenda, so it was important that our stand was also
‘People Centric.’ This was effectively achieved by an
impressive overhead collage of images depicting Balfour
Beatty Group. In turn, this created a welcoming open space
below for the most important aspect of our stand – people.
Fairtrade tea and coffee was even provided by Haden
Building Management, providing much appreciated
refreshment for all.

To help communicate our Sustainability Agenda, an array 
of case studies highlighting our sustainability initiatives
were on display. Despite having a large platform to
communicate the message, the team found it difficult to
select which case studies to display – the exercise showed
just how much we are, in fact, already doing. 

Representatives from Balfour Beatty Construction, Balfour
Kilpatrick, Haden Young, Haden Building Management and
Mansell worked as a team to present the Balfour Beatty
story, both on the stand and at a series of presentations
throughout the event. Balfour Beatty Construction Quality
and Environmental Manager, Jim Duffy, gave a well-received
overview of the Sustainable Construction Plan in use at 
our Birmingham Hospital project.

The Balfour Beatty Construction case studies on 
prominent display at Think were: 

Education for All: Recycling school furniture initiative

Stoke Schools PFI:
Renewables and Community Inclusion

Birmingham New Hospital: Sustainable Construction

Barkantine NHS Care Centre:
Full Project FSC Certification

Barnet Homes: Customer service and diversity

Houndshill Shopping Centre: Community engagement

Manchester Schools BSF Framework:
Learning Hubs for construction skills

York College: Energy efficiency

40 Holborn Viaduct: Sustainable Construction

Usworth Sixth Form College: Energy efficiency

Sunderland Aquatic Centre: BREEAM

Find some of these case studies on our website
www.bbcl.co.uk

In May, Balfour Beatty Group
successfully showcased their
Sustainability Agenda at Think 08, 
a key exhibition and conference on
sustainability at Excel in London.
Balfour Beatty made an award-winning
impact by receiving the trophy for the
most sustainable stand – a Bonsai Tree,
which now has pride of place in our
Ludgate Office.

Article by Martin Gettings and Sophie Stephens
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People from across Balfour Beatty Construction played 
an important part by taking time out of their day jobs to
represent Balfour Beatty Group and provide support on 
the stand. They met and made contact with many people
interested in learning more about Balfour Beatty, as well 
as clients, consultants and even potential employees.

We played a key part in making the stand award winning, 
by not only ensuring it was made from the most sustainable
materials possible, but by also having the stand ‘Full Project
FSC Certified’ by BM TRADA, a ‘world first’ at this type 
of event. 

Balfour Beatty Construction worked with C-Change Trust 
to acknowledge the CO2 emissions made by our participation 
in the event. Judges were also impressed by the fact that 
we had delivered the stand in the same way we deliver 
our projects – large scale and positively influencing the 
supply chain.

An added benefit was the connections made between 
our own people – colleagues meeting up with old and new
acquaintances. There was a general feeling that all Balfour
Beatty personnel and their attendees had successfully
teamed up together to deliver something with meaning, that
we could all benefit from: a shared agenda where we want to
maintain the momentum to make a real, positive difference.

It was standing room only in the main arena when 
Mike Peasland, Balfour Beatty Group Managing Director,
gave his address about mapping the future to a zero 
carbon environment. Mike highlighted the achievements
Balfour Beatty has made in recent years, but he also
identified the challenges and the issues facing the 
industry in achieving our ultimate aims.

He concluded that perceptions need to change if sustainable
practice is to become truly embedded. 

“There is a mindset that anything 
with green in the title will cost more. 
We need to work together to change 
that perception. I believe that is the 
key – collaborative working across 
the supply chain.” 

Mike was joined on stage by Keith Clarke, Chief Executive 
of Atkins, Paul King, Chief Executive of UK Green Building
Council and Murray Coleman, UK Chief Executive of Bovis
Lend Lease.

David Ritchie, a Balfour Beatty Construction Project
Commercial Director from Scotland, summed up the 
feelings of many on the day: 

“Although I was unsure at first, 
Think 08 was a great experience 
and I would definitely be interested 
in being involved again.”

Sincere thanks to everyone who supported the event.

Think 08

Mike Peasland speaks Balfour Beatty team with award for ‘most sustainable stand’ The Balfour Beatty stand



Traditional/Design & Build
Langside College Campus Redevelopment
Demolition of existing buildings and the design and
construction of new college teaching accommodation, 
admin offices, student facilities, car parking, Glasgow, £35m.

Glasgow Airport Skyhub
Construction of new build, extension to existing terminal
building together with reconfiguration and fit-out of 
existing search and retail areas, Glasgow, £16m.

Edinburgh Airport
Departure Lounge extension, Edinburgh, £17m.

Atlantic Quay Building 5
New build eleven storey speculative office development, 
Glasgow, £26m.

Ravenscraig Regional Sports Facilities
New full size indoor sports pitch, athletics track and sports
hall, together with changing rooms, viewing galleries and
offices. External works include full and part size artificial
football pitches, car parking and landscaping, Motherwell,
£25m (Preferred bidder stage).

Quinlan Private, London
Refurbishment to create a mixed use retail and commercial 
building in the existing Basil Street Hotel building and the
first to fourth floors of an adjoining property on Brompton
Road, Knightsbridge, £7m.

Apex Hotels
Extension of an existing hotel and conversion of adjoining
office space into additional hotel accommodation at
Seething Lane, London. Works include the creation of a 
new lift shaft, installation of new services and high-quality
phased fit-out of rooms to allow rapid client occupation,
London, £7m.

Apex Hotels
Enabling works for a £12m office to hotel conversion on
Copthall Avenue, London, £0.5m.

Barking & Dagenham Homes
Prior to the framework with this client, which commenced in 
June 2008, we secured 2 pilot schemes involving external
decent homes works, including roofing repairs, internal
rewires and additional electrical works, London, £1.6m.

RAF Menwith Hill
Replacement of the original building within the secure
operations compound for Defence Estates, £39m.

Gresse Street
Derwent Valley Holdings, the demolition and rebuild of
commercial office project including basement, West End 
of London, £16m.

No. 1 Tudor Street
Halladale Land Limited, the demolition of an existing 
office building, re-use of the existing basement and 
the construction of a new commercial office scheme, 
London, £22m.

Temple Quay
Castlemore Securities, a new build office and residential
scheme at Castlemore’s Temple Quay development. 
The contract is being delivered in joint venture with 
Cowlin Construction, Bristol, £70m.

No. 1 Batholomew Lane
Construction of a new 11 storey office block development
with retained façades on two elevations and two basement
floors, London, £32.3m.

Southern General Hospital
New build neo-natal facility over 4 storeys linked to existing
maternity entrance, Glasgow, £16.1 miillion.

Royal Museum Development
Refurbishment of a Grade A listed building including new
basement arrival hall, new special exhibition galleries and
refurbishment and fit-out of existing galleries, Edinburgh,
£24.8 million.

Napier University Redevelopment
The redevelopment of the joint campus site at Sighthill, 
Edinburgh, £55m. 

New PFI/PPP
Northampton Mental Health NHS Trust
Northampton Mental Health, provision of a new 135-bed
mental health facility incorporating clinical and therapy
functions, Northampton, £36m.

Tameside and Glossop Acute Services NHS Trust and
Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust
Northern Batched Hospitals, the redevelopment and
construction of two new hospitals, Greater Manchester,
£213m.

Tameside P21
A ward refurbishment at Tameside Hospital, Tameside, £4m.

New Awards
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Pennywell and Quarry View Academy, Sunderland BSF

Framework
Addington SEN School
A 2 storey Special Education Needs School including 
a hydro-therapy pool, part of the IESE framework, 
Wokingham Council, £11.4m.

Wood Green Service Yard
A new service yard and storage units at Wood Green
Shopping Centre for the Mall Corporation, London, £4.3m.

Manchester BSF Framework
Castlefield School is a new build, single storey 55-place
school and assessment centre, Manchester, £4m.

Eastbourne Church of England
Construction of a 700-place academy specialising in
Business and Enterprise, Darlington, £15.3m.

Sunderland BSF
The construction of 3 new academies with 3 still to 
follow later this year, Sunderland, £56m.

Manchester BSF Framework
The part refurbishment and part new build of Burnage 
High School to provide a new 1,050-place school,
Manchester, £16m.

Castleview Academy, Sunderland BSF
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News

Moorfields Eye Hospital wins award

Balfour Beatty goes for gold with a spate of achievements throughout the country

Holborn scores a hat-trick
Our £42m contract for Castlemore at 40 Holborn Viaduct has walked away 
with three awards at the 20th Anniversary Gold Awards Ceremony for the 
City of London’s Considerate Contractors Scheme. 

The trio of awards included a Considerate Contractors Highly Commended 
Award which ensured a short-listing for the ultimate prize, The Chairman’s Cup.
Thereafter, Andy Clarke accepted the Site Access Award which recognises a 
single contractor’s outstanding contribution to disability access, both onsite 
and within its local environment. Finally, to round off the very successful 
occasion, we were presented with the premier award – The Chairman’s Cup. 
Today with over 70 major building sites within the Square Mile and 300,000
commuters entering and leaving the City on a daily basis, the importance of 
the Considerate Contractors Scheme has never been greater. 

From a business development perspective 40 Holborn Viaduct has been 
a flagship for the company in London and congratulations to Andy Clarke 
and his team for yet further enhancing our reputation in the marketplace. 

Congratulations to Lorna Hamilton who won the Inspirational Leader
award and to Jennifer Hannah who was shortlisted in the Future Star
category at the 2008 Atkins Inspire awards. The Atkins Inspire is an
annual event which aims to encourage, recognise and reward
exceptional women working in the built environment.

Lorna Hamilton (pictured) won the category for the Inspirational
Leader (Quantity Surveying). Lorna is a Senior Commercial Manager
responsible for various projects within the Scottish Division.

Jennifer Hannah was shortlisted for the Future Star category,
(Construction Property and Building Services). Jennifer is a 
Sub-Agent based at the New Victoria Hospital project in Glasgow.

Inspiring people

Balfour Beatty Construction entered two teams into this years’ Construction Industry Dragon Boat Challenge held 
at Salford Quays in June. The two teams were largely created from members of the site teams at Newall Green 
High School in Manchester and Paradise Street in Liverpool, with a few head office staff thrown in for good measure.
Although neither team made it into the finals, they did manage to raise over £1,700 for the charity CRASH.

The Beatson
This project comprised the provision of a 
new world centre of excellence for research
into cancer. Built adjacent to the existing
Cancer Research UK Beatson Institute in 
the Garscube Estate, Glasgow, the facility
houses 240 cancer researchers dedicated 
to the identification of new therapies for 
the disease.

Newall Green team Paradise Street Team

Richard Desmond Children's Eye Centre
at Moorfields Eye Hospital, London
walked away with the top award for the
'Best Hospital Design' at the 2007
Building Better Healthcare Awards. 
The Eye Centre was praised for its
‘Significant Contemporary Design’ 
and for meeting its brief to provide the
best functioning hospital of its type,
without looking like a hospital. 

The Centre was commended especially 
for the sense of ‘space and scale’ it
has created through the use of vertical
space and glass. Waiting areas have
translucent-coloured play pods, one of
these extends up to create a table in
the floor above.

Other buildings which were highly
commended in the same category 
were Broadgreen Hospital and the
Royal Alexandra Children’s Hospital. 
Architects for the project were 
Penoyre & Prasad.

Dragon Boat Challenge




